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The sea seems to end at the horizon, and to 
navigate maybe means to look for the boundaries 
hidden somewhere behind that line.
The Genoa Boat Show puts the passion for the 
sea into the limelight and with it the desire for 
freedom found in the interaction between nature, 
technology, craftsmanship and design. It has been 
for this reason that we immediately embraced this 
project with passion when OBR (Paolo Brescia & 
Tommaso Principi) involved us in the design and 
realisation of their “Piazza del Vento”.
We are fascinated by the nature of an installation 
that has the ambition to be a symbol of the ever-mu-
tating relationship between the elements: sky, wind, 
earth and the sea. These are the same elements we 
have always been dealing with. Through the con-
struction of windows, we dedicate our knowledge 
and skill to the control of the relationship betwe-
en the exterior and the interior, to create means to 
make environments more or less permeable to light 
and temperature, to protect rather than to simply 
permit entrance to buildings, to living spaces. Win-
dows are mechanical devices, membranes; always 
balancing the fine line between aesthetics and 
technology, architectural style and interior design.
Since 1984 we dedicate our skills and knowledge 
to study solutions that make this function more 
and more efficient, performing, useful, versatile 
and adaptable to the requirements of those that 
seek more from us than simple performance: a 
vision of total quality.

CAPOFERRI HAVE BEEN 
ENGINEERING, BUILDING AND 
INSTALLING ARCHITECTURAL 
WINDOWS OF SUPERIOR 
QUALITY SINCE 1894.
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PLATHÉA FORGES THE REQUIREMENTS FOR DESIGN, AESTHETICS, 
AND HIGH TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE INTO ONE OF SUPERIOR QUALITY.

CAPOFERRI HAVE BEEN ENGINEERING, BUILDING AND 
INSTALLING ARCHITECTURAL WINDOWS OF SUPERIOR QUALITY.

SUPER-SLIM WINDOWS OF SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE.

www.capoferri.it

PLATHÉA IS A LINE OF WINDOWS MADE FROM SUPER-SLIM 
PROFILES THAT CONFORMS TO THE MOST STRINGENT 
MARKET STANDARDS WHEN IT COMES TO THERMAL INSULATION, 
WIND LOADS, AND INSULATION FROM WATER INFILTRATION.

WIND CLASS C5
WATER 9A (600 PA)
AIR CLASS 4
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La Piazza
del Vento
GENOA. A NEW SQUARE OVERLOOKING THE SEA. 
Creating a public space where to celebrate the rite of urbanity on the Sea.

The Genoa International Boat Show has 
brought a magnificent surprise to the city 
and its visitors.
It’s named "La Piazza del Vento" (The Square 
of the Winds), a work of art born out of the 
imagination of Renzo Piano, as a contribution 
to the Boat Show and to the city of Genoa.
Author of the project is the architectural studio 
OBR (Paolo Brescia and Tommaso Principi), 
who designed it specifically for the 57th edition 
of the Genoa Boat Show.

From 21 to 26 September 2017, a new urban 
landmark to which Capoferri contributed 
its technical experience in engineering and 
manufacturing to make it possible to realise 
an ambitious and poetic work. 
An installation conceived for a temporary event 
turning into permanent artwork, “creating 
a public space where to celebrate the rite of 
urbanity on the sea, enshrining the unbreakable 
bond between the “Salone Nautico and Genova” 
as architect Paolo Brescia explained. 
La Piazza del Vento allows the visitors 
of the Boat Show and the citizens of the City 
to interact with the environmental and energy 
of the sea (wind, sun, etc.).
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Technology and Craftsmanship 
at the service of Beauty.
 
The “Piazza del Vento” (“Square of the Winds”) con-
sists in an installation of 57 poles, each 12 metres 
in height and bound together with textile shrouds 
with triangular Dacron jibs bent in. Under the arti-
stic guidance of Studio OBR (Paolo Brescia & Tom-
maso Principi) Capoferri carried out the phases of 
analysis and engineering: from the choice of ma-
terial to the finishes and the technologies used to 
build the installation.

PLAN Each pole consists of a mast made from painted steel, 
which is 9-metre-high and 114mm in diameter, onto 
which a 3-metre high extension made from red cedar 
is mounted; Its diameter varying from 114 to 60mm.
The lower part of the pole has been obtained by me-
ans of laser tube-cutting technology, using S355JR 
steel on which an anti-corrosive treatment has been 
carried out prior to applying a paint finish in RAL 9010.
The upper portion is machined from a 120mm dia-
meter log of solid red cedar, a wood chosen for its 
lightweight and resistance to climate, which is fini-
shed with a special oil before it is inserted into the 
top portion of the steel mast. The oil finish enhances 
the grain and the distinctive colour of the wood.
On the top of the pole is mounted a Windex, an accessory 
sewn with coloured spinnaker's fabric to form the shape 
of a "flame" indicating the direction and the intensity of 
the wind. The structural part of the Windex is made from 
AISI 316 stainless steel, which has been TIG-welded, 
as this technology allows for an optimal result from an 
aesthetic point of view due to its small welding seams.
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The poles are fixed to the ground by means of a steel 
plate, which is chemically anchored with stud bolts to 
a 20cm thick bed of reinforced concrete.
To enhance the interaction with the public, the archi-
tects inserted several double-seat swings between 
the masts, where couples can sit in the shade of the 
sails while watching the sea.

The entire structure has been dimensioned under 
the supervision of Eng. Del Grosso of Rina Consul-
ting, who carried out the calculations for the wind 
loads for each pole as well as the full assembly, and 
introduced safety mechanisms and technical twe-
aks, which, in case of excess of the maximum ten-
sion defined, avoid the collapsing of the structure.
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“An installation conceived for a temporary event turning into a 
permanent artwork, creating a public space where to celebrate the 
rite of urbanity on the sea, enshrining the unbreakable bond between 
Salone Nautico and Genova” 
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MILAN, ITALY

TERRAZZA 
TRIENNALE

A jewel box from stainless steel 
and glass, an architype of basic 
and elegant forms.

8 9
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Project OBR
Client Triennale di Milano Servizi
Location Milan, Italy
Year 2015

Notess 
Turn-key pavilion consisting of stainless steel 
lift&slide windows and fixed partitions as well as 
glazed roof and unique automated sliders moving 
perpendicularly from the main structure.

The project presented by OBR for the restaurant 
on top of the panoramic terrace of the Trienna-
le in Milan reveals technical characteristics that 
are as ambitious as the aesthetic and concep-
tual ones. Capoferri has created the structure in 
60 days, developing new technical solutions to 
merge the technical/mechanical performance 
with the project brief and coordinating all the 
subcontractors involved.
The pavilion consists of a glazed parallelepiped, 
33 x 5 meters in plan and 3 meters in height, built 

from a light modular structure in stainless steel, 
which creates seven bays that follow the rhyth-
mic pattern of the historic portals. The glazed 
panels push the limits of technology to the extre-
me; made from thermally broken profiles, they 
represent the minimum dimensions possible (55 
mm depth) for an operable profile of this kind. 
The mechanisms of the lift&slide panels are 
completely recessed into the support structu-
re. Thus, when the operable panels are closed, 
they blend in fully with the fixed panels. The 
lift&slide panels on the shorter sides of the 
structure can be opened completely by moving 
away perpendicularly from the structure, run-
ning only on a recessed lower track without any 
visible upper guides; a truly innovative solution 
which has never been implemented before.
All components were designed to allow their as-
sembly on site; the pavilion sits on the existing 
terrace without damaging its surface thanks to 
a floating floor in wood, with all technical con-
nections running underneath. The enclosure is 
formed from operable partitions that slide on 
tracks recessed into the floating floor as well 
as guides in the upper rails. The vertical panels 
as well as the slightly sloped glass roof come 
with tempered and laminated low emission gla-
zing, shielded by a sliding curtain of coated fa-
bric, which, apart from providing shade during 
daytime, can be used for projection of light and 
images at night.

TERRAZZA 
TRIENNALE

10 11
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WHISTLER, CANADA

PRIVATE
RESIDENCE
Where Architecture becomes landscape.
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Project Bohlin Cywinski Jackson (Seattle)
Client Undisclosed
Location Whistler, Canada
Year 2012-13

Notes 
Bespoke curtain walls, windows, window doors, 
skylights and cladding in stainless steel AISI 316.

For this private residential project in Whistler, 
Canada, Bohlin Cywinski Jackson turned to 
Capoferri to build a custom stainless steel faça-
de that needed to respond to the specific chal-
lenges of a mountain location, such as thermal 
transfer, snow loads, etc. Particularly interesting 
are the high quality finishes not only of the faça-
de itself but also of the oculars - light wells care-
fully placed in different parts of the garden – the 
flush interior doors, the exterior metal claddings 
and the stainless steel ventilation grilles.
The residence features a fully bespoke main en-
trance with its unique push bar for entry. This 
project allowed Capoferri to show the difference 
it can make in the final result to have a single com-
petent supplier providing all custom metalwork 
to a consistently high level of fit and finish.
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson has since turned to 
Capoferri for two more of their most exclusive 
residential projects in Aspen, and in Sagapo-
nack, Long Island.

PRIVATE
RESIDENCE

14
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PERRY GREEN, UK 

HENRY MOORE 
FOUNDATION
The art to host art.
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Project Hough Broughton Architects
Client The Henry Moore Foundation
Location Perry Green, UK
Year 2016

Notes 
Large pivoting window-doors from quarter 
sawn red oak.

The Henry Moore Foundation at Perry Green 
in Hertfordshire hosts work of Henry Moo-
re (1898 – 1986), one of the most important 
English artists, known mostly for his semi-
abstract bronze sculptures.
Hugh Broughton Architects’ task included 
the repurposing of the Elmwood House, si-
tuated close to the artist’s home and where 
he lived the last years of his life, as well as an 
extension of the Dane Tree House, to provide 
the foundation with new space to accommo-
date the over 35.000 visitors that come here 
every year.
Elmwood House has been requalif ied to al-
low a controlled ambient to host the archives 
and to provide off ice space as well as a rea-
ding room, while Dane Tree House with its 
extension hosts the exhibition and includes 
a reception area, meeting rooms and a café 
for visitors. 
Capoferri supplied bespoke windows and lar-
ge pivoting window-doors made from quarter 
sawn red oak that was stained to match the 
external façade cladding of the building. 

HENRY MOORE
FOUNDATION
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Project Renzo Piano Building Workshop
Client The Municipality of Rome
Location Rome, Italy
Year 2002

Notes
Bespoke bronze doors and vestibule.

Rather than opting for commercial, extruded 
profiles from “architectural bronze”, the archi-
tect desired the authentic patina of real bronze, 
a non-directional finish and the absence of visi-
ble mechanical joints.
Capoferri thus built the doors from sheets of 
true bronze. All joints were carefully re-welded 
and refinished with expertise, using agents that 
would give a rich, nuanced texture to the sur-
face, resulting in a finish with distinct vibrancy 
and depth. 
A special mechanism was developed to allow 
the insertion of insulated glass units into the 
door frame rather than using visible  glazing 
stops on the profile.
The antipanic pushbars where all refinished 
at Capoferri and clad with bronze to perfectly 
match the doors.

ROME, ITALY 

AUDITORIUM 
PARCO DELLA MUSICA

Renzo Piano asked Capoferri to build the be-
spoke bronze doors for the new Auditorium in 
Rome, the Auditorium Parco della Musica. 120 
doors were to be crafted. They were to match 
the overall aesthetics of his project and reflect 
artisan craftsmanship and elegance, through 
design, execution, and finish.

Renzo Piano’s “scarabs”.
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BEIRUT, LEBANON 

AISHTI 
FOUNDATION
AND STORE
DEPARTMENT

BEIRUT, LEBANON 

AISHTI 
FOUNDATION
AND STORE
DEPARTMENT

A new concept of space to
to host shopping, leisure and art.
A new concept of space to
to host shopping, leisure and art.
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Project Adjaye Associate
Client Aïshti Foundation
Location Beirut, Lebanon
Year 2014-2015

Notes
Fixed and sliding decorative laser-cut panels 
made and decorative staircase cladding 
from mirror-polished stainless steel AISI 316, 
with glass balustrades.

Halfway between a Fashion Temple and a Con-
temporary Art Gallery, the Aïshti Foundation, 
situated in Jal El Dib in Beirut, introduces a new 
concept, capable of merging in a single envi-
ronment, contemporary art, commercial spaces, 
events as well as bars and restaurants.
David Adjaye’s office turned to Capoferri to 
provide all internal cladding, made from mirror-
polished stainless steel, laser-cut to the patterns 
designed by the architect; a challenge, given 
that the some of the panels are as high as 6 me-
ters, yet they have to be self-supported by a vir-
tually invisible, slender structure.
Capoferri also provided all the glass balustra-
des, the sliding doors from stainless steel and 
additional cladding in stainless steel. In addition 
to the commercial spaces, the building hosts 
the Aïshti Foundation and the Art Collection 
of Mr. Salamé, which includes 2.000 artifacts 
from artists such as Christopher Wool, Gerhard 
Richter, Franz West, Richard Prince, Wae 
Guyton, Danh Vo and Carol Bove. The exhibi-
tion space will host other international contem-
porary art events as well as openings for young 
Lebanese artists.

AISHTI FOUNDATION
AND STORE DEPARTMENT

24
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Project Michele De Lucchi aMDL
Client Intesa San Paolo
Location Milan, Italy
Year 2012

Notes 
Custom-built armored windows and doors, 
bronze windows, brass light fixtures, brass 
bollards, easels from blackened brass for 
paintings and Canova bas reliefs.

consisting of pillars from true bronze as well as 
both fixed and operable glazed partitions com-
plete with flush thresholds were designed. Ad-
ditional custom windows from true bronze have 
been added, following the irregular surface of 
the building, previously scanned with a sophi-
sticated laser scanner. De Lucchi also designed 
the easels that would hold the bas reliefs of Ca-
nova. Each easel was designed specifically for 
the bas relief it would have to display, in order 
to contain its dimensions and bear the weight 
of the exhibit. The easels, made from steel clad 
with treated brass, were then equipped with in-
tegrated lighting to adequately illuminate the 
masterpieces. Other, lighter easels, bespoke 
lampstands and brass bollards have been pro-
vided for the exhibition areas of the Galleria.

The Palazzo Anguissola hosts one of Milan’s 
most interesting museums, Le Gallerie D’Ita-
lia, exhibiting art collections of the 18th and 
19th century owned by Intesa San Paolo, one 
of Italy’s biggest banking groups. Capoferri was 
asked to build wood windows that would inte-
grate high security performance, while blending 
in perfectly with the period style of the old Pa-
lazzo. Custom-engineered hardware was built 
for every single window and concealed armor 
was introduced. Additionally, the courtyard was 
to be closed off by inserting glazed partitions 
and operable units between the stone columns 
and the adjacent arcade. This enclosure had to 
be self-supporting as the possibilities to anchor 
the structure to the existing historic building 
were extremely limited. As a result, a structure 

MILAN, ITALY 

PALAZZO ANGUISSOLA
GALLERIE D’ITALIA
A stage for History in the heart of Milan.
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Project Renzo Piano Building Workshop
Client J.P. Morgan Library
Location Manhattan / NYC
Year 2005-2006

Notes
Bespoke bronze doors and partitions for main 
entrance and vestibule.

A project of great symbolic value, Renzo Pia-
no’s debut in New York City was full of tech-
nical challenges. The architect envisioned a 
sober, yet warm Entrance and Vestibule made 
from true bronze in the tradition of artisan 
craftsmanship. The Morgan Museum & Li-
brary entrance was required to be technically 
advanced because of wind loads, thermal insu-
lation, and ADA requirements.
Also, the main metal façade was designed to 
allow for thermal expansion into the ground 
while the pivot doors would require a so-
lid, fixed foundation and thermal expansion 
upwards. Capoferri designed a special coupling 
of the doors to the façade structure to allow 
these elements to move independently from 
one another, thanks to special Teflon cushions.
All hardware was required to meet US spe-
cifications and as such, components were im-
ported to Italy; then meticulously refinished 
to match the unique bronze finish of the doors 
and partitions.

MANHATTAN NY, USA 

J.P. MORGAN
LIBRARY
The architecture of knowledge.
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Project Studio Bertasa
Client Undisclosed
Location Lake Garda, Italy
Year 2007

Notes  
Lacquered wood, copper-clad wood, oversize 
windows, copper-clad 2-story bay window, 
sophisticated automated skylight, Persian blinds.

A majestic white building, an evident architectural 
landmark in the hills surrounding Lake Garda, 
that has undergoneextensive renovation under the 
direction of Studio Bertasa in order to return it 
to its original splendor. This project showcases a 
multitude of window types and their function as a 
link between function and aesthetics, decoration, 
creation of living space and architectural 
composition. The array of solutions introduced 
on this project resembles a veritable palette of the 
possibilities that Capoferri can provide: oversized 
lift&slide windows in the pool area, bay windows 
in wood and copper, the sophisticated opening 
of the automated skylight; all executed to the 
highest fit and finish standards as well as high 
performance criteria.
A special mention should be made on the skylight, 
which required exhaustive feasibility studies in 
order to seamlessly integrate the mechanisms, 
thus guaranteeing a smooth and reliable operation 
without making aesthetic compromises.

LAKE GARDA, ITALY 

PRIVATE
RESIDENCE
Living a white space.

31

CAPOFERRI  SEPTEMBER | 2017CAPOFERRI  SEPTEMBER | 2017

30



CAPOFERRI MAGAZINE
SPECIAL ISSUE  |  57° SALONE NAUTICO DI GENOVA
SEPTEMBER 2017

© 2017 Capoferri Serramenti spa, 
Adrara S. Martino BG - Italy
All rights reserved.

The contents of this document are confidential.
Please do not reproduce or forward to third parties
without prior consent of Capoferri.
Capoferri reserved the right to introduce any changes
to its own models without prior notice.

PROJECT BY
Nemo Monti

CONCEPT & ART DIRECTION
Antonio Zorzi | ZAZO

TEXTS
Nemo Monti

TRANSLATION
Mirco Veljovic

RENDERING
Cover, page 2 and 7: © OBR

PHOTOS
Pages 12, 13, 14 and 15: Nic Lehoux

PRINTED IN ITALY 
September 2017

Founded as a wood workshop in Adrara San 
Martino back in 1894, Capoferri has grown over 
the past century in dimension, competence, tech-
nical resources, as well as ambition, to become 
the global player it is today.
Traditionally specialized in the design, enginee-
ring, and production of windows and doors - a 
segment which still represents our core business. 
Over time we have distinguished ourselves throu-
gh our capacity to carry out projects of any scale 
and genre, leading us to create our own Contract 
Division, dedicated to providing an all-embra-
cing response to the requests of Architects and 
Designers. Today the company is led by Sergio 
Capoferri and - representing the fifth generation 
in the company - his sons Paolo, Francesco and 
Luca, have maintained the tradition of keeping 
the company at the forefront of technological 
advances, merging artisan craftsmanship with 
technological and organizational resources on an 
industrial scale. With projects on virtually eve-
ry continent, Capoferri has proven their eclectic 
technical and dynamic nature collaborating with 
important international Architects such as Ren-
zo Piano, Michele de Lucchi, David Chipperfield, 
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson, and Antonio Citterio 
& Partners, to name but a few.
123 years of constant research and updated 
equipment, a high degree of professionalism, 
and a solid artisan tradition, have transformed a 
small workshop into an internationally recogni-
zed leader in its field.

CAPOFERRI.
ARCHITECTURAL
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SINCE 1894
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